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After his meeting with Ronald 

Reagan, Richard Allen never looked at 
the world in the same way. When Ron-
ald Reagan entered the White House 
and laid out his vision for winning the 
cold war, America never looked at the 
world the same way. And when Ronald 
Reagan left the White House and 
events he helped put in motion came to 
pass, the world, indeed, would never be 
the same. 

What were the reasons for Ronald 
Reagan’s historic foreign policy suc-
cess? How did he come to leave a more 
indelible mark on the world than any 
American President since Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt? 

First, Ronald Reagan believed in a 
strong military to defend our Nation 
and to protect peace. He marshaled the 
resources from this body for a remark-
able 35-percent increase in defense 
spending during his Presidency. Critics 
accused Reagan of unnecessarily pro-
voking the Soviet Union and putting 
America on a path to nuclear war. But 
for Ronald Reagan, a strong national 
defense was an instrument for peace. It 
was Government’s first and foremost 
duty to its people. He knew the Soviet 
Union could not match our capacity to 
fund our national defense, and should 
the Soviets attempt to keep pace, as 
they did, the Communist state would 
be unable to sustain itself. 

Second, Ronald Reagan believed that 
America, our allies, and our common 
values were on that winning side of his-
tory. The destiny of mankind was not 
to live in the shadow of tyranny, dicta-
torship, but to be guided by the light of 
liberty, by the light of democracy. 
That was the destiny. 

As Reagan said in his watershed 
Westminster speech: 

The march of freedom and democracy . . . 
will leave Marxism-Leninism on the ash- 
heap of history as it has left other tyrannies 
which stifle the freedom and muzzle the self- 
expression of the people. 

Third, Ronald Reagan viewed the 
world through a lens of moral clarity. 
He believed there was right and wrong 
and good and evil, strength and weak-
ness, but, most importantly, he was 
not afraid to talk about the world as he 
saw it or use his words to help shape 
the world in that vision. 

He called the Soviet Union the ‘‘evil 
empire.’’ Why? Because the Soviet re-
gime was repressive and godless and 
imperialist. 

In 1987, he stood before the Branden-
burg Gate in Berlin and challenged the 
Soviet leadership: 

Mr. Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you 
seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization, 
come here to this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open 
this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall. 

Within months, the wall was torn 
down. The cold war was won, and the 
new and lengthy era of peace for Amer-
ica and among the major powers of the 
world was born. 

In this week of tribute to the life of 
Ronald Reagan, let us remember the 

simple ideas upon which his foreign 
policy was based: a strong military as 
an instrument of peace; liberty and de-
mocracy as the destiny of mankind; 
and the moral clarity to see the world 
as it was and what it should be. 

Let us also remember that without 
the courage and the character of Ron-
ald Reagan, his ideas would have re-
mained just ideas, and the world would 
have remained the same. 

As Reagan once wrote of his deter-
mination to stand up for what he be-
lieved: 

But bearing what we cannot change and 
going on with what God has given us, con-
fident there is a destiny, somehow seems to 
bring a reward we wouldn’t exchange for any 
other. It takes a lot of fire and heat to make 
a piece of steel. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Massachusetts. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER PRESIDENT 
RONALD WILSON REAGAN 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I join 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
in paying tribute to Ronald Reagan. As 
all of us who had the privilege of work-
ing with him know, he brought a spe-
cial grace to the White House and the 
country in everything he did. We often 
disagreed on specific issues, but he had 
an undeniably unique capacity to in-
spire and move the Nation. 

The warmth of his personality al-
ways shone through, and his infectious 
optimism made us all feel that it really 
was ‘‘morning in America.’’ It was im-
possible not to respect and admire the 
way he revived the spirit of the Nation 
in that era, restored the power and vi-
tality of the Presidency, and made it a 
vigorous and purposeful place of effec-
tive national and international leader-
ship. 

It was no coincidence that he opened 
his 1984 re-election campaign year by 
citing two Democratic Presidents, 
John F. Kennedy and Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt, in his State of the Union ad-
dress. Nor was it a coincidence that at 
the Republican Convention that year, 
not the Democratic Convention, the 
band played ‘‘Happy Days Are Here 
Again.’’ 

He governed as a conservative Repub-
lican, often very conservative. But he 
had a special genius for reaching out to 
all Americans. Somehow, the hard 
edges of his policies always seemed 
smoother when he discussed and de-
fended them. He was willing to step 

back from them when necessary, such 
as when it proved impossible to cut 
taxes, increasing spending for defense, 
and balance the budget at the same 
time. 

He was an intense competitor who 
wanted to win, not just for himself but 
for his beliefs. But his goal was to de-
feat his opponents, not destroy them. 
He taught us that even though the bat-
tle would inevitably resume the next 
morning, at the end of each day we 
could put aside the divisions and de-
bates. We could sit down together and 
laugh together, especially at his end-
less stream of stories. He took issues 
seriously, but he had a sense of per-
spective that never let him or us take 
ourselves too seriously. As a leader, he 
was a President of large principles, not 
small details. Some criticized him for 
that, but it was often the source of his 
strength. 

On foreign policy, he will be honored 
as the President who won the cold war, 
and his famous words ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, 
tear down this wall’’ will be linked in 
history with President Kennedy’s ‘‘Ich 
bin ein Berliner.’’ He came to office 
convinced that we could not trust the 
Communists, or perhaps even negotiate 
with them, and his commitment to a 
strong national defense was never 
doubted by Soviet leaders. 

But he also understood the impor-
tance of working with our allies to pro-
tect our security, and he also under-
stood the madness of ‘‘mutually as-
sured destruction.’’ He had an instinct 
that Michail Gorbachev might be dif-
ferent, and was quick to respond when 
I learned on a visit to Moscow in 1986 
that President Gorbachev was prepared 
to negotiate a separate arms control 
treaty on the critical issue of nuclear 
missiles, in Europe. The Intermediate- 
Range Nuclear-Force Treaty they ne-
gotiated the following year eased ten-
sions in Europe, and became the needed 
breakthrough in U.S.-Soviet relations 
that made it possible to see light at the 
end of the long dangerous tunnel of the 
cold war. 

President Reagan was never afraid to 
be controversial, to confront when he 
had to, and lead where he believed. 
There were intense disagreements with 
many of his policies, then and now. But 
beyond all that was a defining reality. 
He came to power at a time of self-ful-
filling pessimism, a pervasive belief 
that public policy could barely move 
molehills, let alone mountains. The 
true achievement of the Reagan Revo-
lution was the renewal of America’s 
faith in itself. 

It was more than the fact that he was 
a superb communicator. Some attrib-
uted at least part of his success to the 
fact that he had been an actor. But his 
deepest convictions were matters of 
heart and mind and spirit, and on 
them, he was no actor at all. 

He was very generous to the Kennedy 
family on many public and private oc-
casions. Caroline and John went to see 
him in the White Hose early in 1985 to 
ask if he might be willing to partici-
pate in some way in a dinner we were 

VerDate May 21 2004 01:00 Jun 10, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G09JN6.003 S09PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-15T15:15:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




